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4th  AABIP Advocacy Summit 
 

Agenda 
Saturday, February 28th  , 2026 

Ft Lauderdale, FLorida 
 
  
8.00 am - 8.30am  Breakfast 
  
8.30 am – 8.45 am  Welcome and President’s Message   

Carla Lamb MD, President AABIP 
Tim Murgu MD, Chair, AABIP Advocacy Committee 

  
8.45 am – 9.30  am  The Black Box of Revenue Cycle: understanding charge entry, coding, 

claims, cash posting, denials and statements: 45 min  
Speaker: Karen Kennedy, Cleveland Clinic Director of Revenue And 
Compliance 
Speaker: Tyler Chardello, Finance Director, Cleveland Clinic Foundation 
Moderator: Joe Cicenia, MD, Cleveland Clinic Foundation 

  
9.30  am –10.15 am  How to bring innovation from bench to FDA commercialization- things 

we didn’t learn in med school 
Moderator: George Cheng  
Speaker: Leland Keyt, Marty Mayse, Adam Printz (Johnson and Johnson) ,  
Thomas Cherry (Cook)  

 
10.15 am – 10.30 am  Coffee Break and Transition to Breakout sessions 
 
10.30 am- 12.30 pm Breakout session 1 (40 min/ session)  
 

Breakout 1A: CMS payment mechanisms for hospital outpatient and 
inpatient services:  
Speaker: Karen Kennedy, Cleveland Clinic Director of Revenue And 
Compliance 
Moderator: Neeraj Desai, Jonathan Kurman  

 
Breakout 2A: Innovation session: a Shark tank experience  
Moderators: Carla Lamb, Joe Cicenia, Leland Keyt, Marty Mayse   
 
Breakout 3A: Introduction to health policy and advocacy   
Speakers: Laura Frye, Rob Headrick, MD (STS)    
Moderator: Laura Frye   
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12.30 pm-   1.15 pm    Lunch 
 
1.15 pm-    2.00 pm APPs in IP: should they do bronchoscopy?  

If yes, what kind?  
Speakers: Jonathan Kurman, MD, and John Hardisty, APN 
Moderator: Ash Sachdeva, Audra Schwalk 

 
2.00 pm-2.30 pm  No Margins, No Missions: Lessons learned from switching jobs 

Speakers: Rabih Bechara, Ali Musani, TBD  
Moderator: AB Alraiyes, Neeraj Desai   

 
 
2.30 pm- 3.00 pm The Power of the Patient Voice in Advocacy 

Moderator: Laura Frye, Brandon Leonard 
In partnership with LUNGevity 

 
3.00- 3.45 pm   Patient’s voice  

Moderators: Sonali Sethi  
 

3.45- 4.00 pm End of Day-1 
 
 
Mini Advisory Board Session (invite only) 
 
4:30 – 5:30 pm Mini Advisory Board Session (block 1) 
 
5:30 – 5:45 pm  Transition 
 
5:45 – 6:45 pm  Mini Advisory Board Session (block 1) 
 
 
7:00 – 9:30 pm  Advocacy Summit Networking Dinner (all attendees invited) 
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4th  AABIP Advocacy Summit 
 

Agenda 
Sunday, March 1st  , 2026 

Ft Lauderdale, Florida 
 
7.30 am - 8.10am  Breakfast 
 
8.15-8.30 am The Face of the AABIP: What the Social Media and Communication 

Committee does for you 
 Speaker: Ellen Volker  
 
8.30-9 .15 am  Panel: “The bad workers blame their tools”- achieving competency and 

expertise in IP: 40 min  
Speakers: Septimiu Murgu, Tonya Resutek (Olympus), Beran Rose 
(PulmonX), William Bremner (Steris), TBD 
Moderator: Carla Lamb, Sonali Sethi   

 
9.15-10.00 am  A CFO, Division Chief and Bronch Director walk into a…mess: A simulated 

C suite discussion  
Speakers:  
Tyler Chardello 
Finance Director, Cleveland Clinic Foundation 
 

Dan Sterman, MD 
Division Chief, Pulmonary Critical Care, NYU Langone Health 
 

Kyle Hogarth, MD 
Director Bronchoscopy Service, The University of Chicago 
 

Moderator: Sonali Sethi, Audra Schwalk  
 

10.00-10.45 am  Plenary Session: Advancing Lung Health Through Policy: A Collaborative 
Approach 
In partnership with the Society of Thoracic Surgery (STS) and LUNGevity 
Speakers: Rob Headrick, MD (STS), and Brandon Leonard, LUNGevity  
Moderator: Laura Frye  
 

10.45-11.00 am Coffee Break 
 
11.00 am -11.30 am Things we learned!- take home messages: a peer pressure game  
 Moderator: Laura Frye & Tim Murgu  
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11.30 am- 11.45 pm JOBIP and AABIP: how the journal supports AABIP and its members  

Speaker: Ali Musani 
Moderator: Nick Pastis  

 
11.45-12.00 pm President’s closing remarks and defining action items for future 

meetings 
 Moderator: Tim Murgu Chair, AABIP Advocacy Committee 
 Speaker: Carla Lamb President AABIP 


